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Texas Army Dispatch

News on the General

As everyone knows, General (Curley) Lewis has been very ill for quite sometime now. Col. John Martin and I visited with him on Friday, the 13th of November. His strength is low, but his spirits high, and he still has that little gleam in his eye. He was to start a new round of Chemo the following Wednesday, and he will probably recruit half the male hospital staff into the Texas Army. Our latest reports are that he is hanging in there and holding his own.
The General wanted it known that he has given the Texas Army, and he stresses “to the Texas Army,” two cannons under the temporary custody of Col’s Tubbs and Shanks.
Veterans Day Parade

This year was a great year at the Downtown Veteran’s Day Parade. We were told that it was the largest number of participants ever. Didn’t get an official report on the number of on-lookers, but it looked like the largest ever to us. We had both the General’s Wooden Cannon and Earl Shank’s replica of the San Jacinto Monument on the same float. The Cannon was in the front and the Monument behind it. The Generals CO2 Cannon manned by Cols Peddy and crew was, as usual, a big hit. The adults were almost as bad as the kids wanting us to “do it again” every time we shot. By conserving the number of “rounds”, we were able to make it all the way without running out of ammunition.
Participants were: Col’s Shanks, Heckathorne, Jones, Jackson, Emmitte, Peddy and J. Martin. Of course the most indispensable Susan Martin and Paulette Jackson were there to pull the float and take pictures.
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All hooked up and ready to roll
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Roll ‘em out

Anson Jones Historical Marker Dedication
We were invited to provide a color guard and fire a salute on November 21, 2009, for the Historical Marker dedication at the site of Anson Jones’ grave site. Those able to participate on that rainy afternoon were Col’s John Martin, Jerry Tubbs, Michael Thompson, Chester Currin and Jim Peddy. And also participating were Sam Whitley Past Master of Frontier Lodge 28, Sons of the Republic of Texas, as well as Texas Army members, Tom Green and Denton Bryant.
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Masonic Color Guard and Bagpiper
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Salute To Anson Jones
Anson Jones’ Biography, by Kameron Searle, Texas Army Member and Moderator of the Memorial Service:

Anson Jones was surgeon of the Second Regiment at San Jacinto and fought as a private during the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836. (The charter of Holland Lodge #36, the first regularly formed Masonic lodge in Texas history, was in his saddlebags during the Battle of San Jacinto.  Anson Jones was the first Worshipful Master of the first regularly formed lodge in Texas.  Later, in 1837 Anson Jones would also be elected the first Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas.)  Following the Battle of San Jacinto, Jones treated the wounded Texas soldiers at the home of Lorenzo de Zavala.  A few months later, he was elected a member of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Texas.  Sam Houston then appointed him the Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Texas to the United States.  Upon his return from the United States, Jones discovered that he had been elected a Senator to the Congress of the Republic of Texas.  Sam Houston then appointed him the Secretary of State of the Republic of Texas and later Anson Jones was elected the last President of the Republic of Texas.  One of Anson Jones' major accomplishments was the annexation of Texas as a State.  It was Jones' political strategies that resulted in the annexation of Texas and that won him the nickname "The Architect of Annexation."  On February 19, 1846, at a formal ceremony in Austin, President Anson Jones lowered the Lone Star Flag of Texas and proclaimed, "The final act of this great drama is now performed: The Republic of Texas is no more."
Non-qualifying Events

January 22,23 & 24- Pilgrims Camp at Presidio LaBahia., Golaid Texas. Contact Col. Tubbs for details.

For other events related to early Texas History go to www.texaianlegacy.com. This is a site that not only informs re-enactors of events, but also educators and the general public are using it for historical study purposes.
Qualifying Commission events 2010

(Dates not firm yet are shown as?)
March 2, Recreation of the signing of the Texas Declaration of Independence at the Old Log House in Sam Houston Park, Houston, Texas.

March 5, 6 & 7, -Washington on the Brazos State Park. Campers must bring fire pans for ground cooking.

March 17, St. Patrick’s Day and the greening of the bayou.  Be at the Spaghetti Warehouse around 10:30 for the event and then lunch afterward.

April ???-  Run Away Scrape at the George Ranch Historical Park. This is a one day event with lunch provided.

April 21, 2010 at the Monument, The High Holy Day of Texas Independence. 10: 00 am – High  12.
April 24- The Battle of San Jacinto.  Contact Col. Tubbs for details and application. 713-973-1136.

May ???- The Lone Oak Festival Campout in 
Columbus. Contact Col. Darrell Glueck at 713-775-6350.

October ???-Texian Market Days. at the George Ranch. This is a campout event with battle scenarios between the Texians  and Mexican forces. The Ranch provides lunch in the hospitality tent and a BBQ dinner in the evening. Contact Col. Tubbs for required registration. 713-973-1136.
November???- Stephen F. Austin celebration at the small towm of San Felipe. Col. Tubbs is looking for land for live fire for qualifying.
November 11 The day that was called Memorial Day, in celebration of the end of the War that was to end all war. At the 11th hour, of the 11th day of the 11th Month of the year 1919, it was proclaimed that World War I ended all wars. We still celebrate this day as Veteran’s Day, in honor of all veterans of all wars and those in the military currently serving our country. Details of the staging area and time of forming up will be announced.
Speaking of Veterans

This past June was the 40th anniversary of the Texas Army. It is my firm belief that it should be a declared Texas holiday, if not a National one.

Those of the original 13 still with us are Colonels: Joe Eason, Dale Lane, W.M. Bill Pace, Dan Smith, Bob Warren, Francis G. Winters, Fred Standcliff, and of course , the instigator of it all and perpetrator in charge, our own beloved General Carroll Lewis Jr.
The Heavenly Patrol

In honor of those Texas Army Members who have gone on before and are now serving on the Heavenly Patrol, we pause now to recognize them. Those of the original 13 are indicated by an *, and the date of death, if known, is also shown.
Colonels: Bob Block *, Ed Hornberger *, Bill Morgan *, 8/20/08, Curt Pearson *, 1/13/07 Mike Powasnick *, Bob Prather *, Mike Alexander, Reggie Barker, Jack Burns, Dan Casper, Joe Clark, Jack Clauder, 11/10/07, Bill Dalpes, Tom Elmore, 12/11/04, Dunlop Farren, Irwin Green, 11/13/09, Ludwig Greene, Carroll Lewis III, Merwin Lodge, 6/3/05, Richard Longley, Charles Lauder, Bill Middaugh, Rory Miggins, 12/7/07, George Paulissen, 1/30/07, Richard Potter, 3/2/07, Joe Powasnick, Tom Price, Tom Sanders, Gary Swenson, Sam Bolcher, Michael Von Trytec, 4/19/08, Greer Webber, Walter Wiggins, Jim Wright, Kenneth Young, 8/27/07, Clifford Zearfose, 11/18/04.
This roster has been constructed based on the memory of many contributors and there exists the probability of error. Should you know of any errors or omissions in the roster of the Heavenly Patrol, please let me know. By phone at 713-45135139 or by email  at jimpeddy@comcast.net. Once more let me remind you to check your email address book to verify that my email address is shown as above, and not at ATT.NET. For those with spam blockers set to receive only email from those in your email address book, an email from me will be blocked.
They who can give up essential liberty to obtain temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.

Benjamin Franklin.
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